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At Ignite Middle School Ministries we:

to follow JESUS CHRIST”
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ig⋅nite [ig-nahyt] - to set on fire
This word describes our context. To ignite is the
beginning of a fire. These students, 6th- 8th graders,
11-14 year olds, are at a PIVOTAL time in their lives.
They are at the beginnings of emotional, relational,
physical, social, and spiritual growth. It is a HUGE
privilege to be able to walk with them as they discover
who Jesus is and watch them be ignited.
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“Ignite a passion in middle schoolers

compelling emotion or feeling
At this age, our students encounter many contenders
for their passions, but they have a limited understanding of what it truly means to be passionate for something. Our desire is to see middle school students
compelled to follow Jesus Christ above all else.

fol·low [fol-oh] - to accept as a leader;
accept the authority of or give allegiance to
We accept Jesus Christ as our life guide. Moreover,
He is our Savior and Master. He deserves our
allegiance and is the final authority in our life because
HE IS GOD. We seek to make following Christ
something that touches ALL PARTS of the lives of our
middle schoolers.
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pas⋅sion [pash-uhn] - any powerful or
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What is Ignite?

Middle
School

CONTACT
Andy McPeak
Associate Pastor– Middle School
(406)752-7021
amcpeak@easthaven.org

http://www.easthaven.org
Or find us on Facebook “Ignite Middle School Ministries”

“Igniting a
passion in
middle schoolers
to follow
JESUS CHRIST”

A Year @ Ignite
The following is a FICTITIOUS STORY
to help introduce & inform
parents and students about
Ignite Middle School Ministries!
Caleb and his family have gone to Easthaven
for 12 years. As a kid, he went to
AWANA every week and had a
great group of friends from EBC.
He decided to follow Jesus one
night with his AWANA leader. Now
a middle schooler, Caleb loves
coming to Ignite. Every week he
invites friends from school to come to
Ignite with him. Caleb is young, but he
wants to grow closer to God and share
his faith, he’s just not really sure how.
Dylan is one
of his closer friends. He and his mom usually went to
church on Christmas and Easter, but otherwise God
isn’t central in their lives. Dylan met Caleb’s small
group leader at his birthday party over the summer and
thought he seemed like a nice guy.

FALL

Gather together to encounter Christ
Caleb is pumped for Ignite to start up again in the fall.
FALL KICKOFF is one of the first Wednesday nights
back from summer break. Middle school and high
school students like Caleb engage in a crazy fun event
- giving them a chance to
reconnect with
friends
and spend more
time getting to
know their Ignite
leaders. Inviting
friends is really
important at IGNITE and Caleb
does a great job.
He likes IGNITE
because it’s a
fun place to
spend time with friends, but also
learn more about God. In September, Caleb hears the
same message at the See You At the Pole (SYATP)
rally. Youth leaders from all over the valley encourage
students to pray for their schools and invite their
friends to youth group. It was at this year’s rally that
Caleb decided to invite Dylan to youth group. Dylan’s
parents had split up last year and he thought it may be
a great place for his friend to get support.

In October, Caleb agrees to go on the 8th grade retreat.
While away, he is reminded about how important his role
as an 8th grader is in youth group. He never really thought of himself as a leader, but
what his youth pastor said really stuck
with him. “Your friends look up to you,
Caleb. You have the chance to influence them for Christ.” Coming back, he
feels closer to God, has a clearer
understanding of his purpose, and
what God wants for him as a middle
schooler. He commits to asking
Dylan to come to a Saturday event called ZETEO.
Caleb had gone last year and had a lot of fun. He
thought Dylan would have fun at the massive
scavenger hunt,
and he wasn’t
exactly sure if
Dylan even
believed in God, so it
seemed like a safe invite.
Dylan came to ZETEO
and had a blast. He
couldn’t believe one of
the youth leaders had
dressed up like a hippy and was hiding out in Bajio. The
next Wednesday, Dylan came to IGNITE for the first time
and had a great time playing crazy games and meeting
new people. He also heard about God in a different way
than ever before. During small group time he was surprised to hear students his age talk so openly about a
relationship with God. Dylan was glad he came.

WINTER

Grow in relationship with God & others
In December, Caleb was looking forward to attending the
yearly growth conference/retreat he had been hearing
about for years. This year the youth group was going to
GET REAL. It was a youth conference where thousands of students his age worshipped and listened to
speakers. He was encouraged by the huge amount of
students who were so excited about their faith in God.
Caleb felt a part of something big for the first time
and grew immensely. When he came back
he had a freshness to his understanding of
God. Caleb started attending the weekly
Bible study called ROOTED. He really valued
the time with a small group of middle school
students who were also invested in growing
closer to God and knowing more about studying the Bible. Caleb wanted to remain ROOTED
in Christ and make an impact for Him.

In February, the youth pastor encouraged every small
group to plan a fun event outside of church. Dylan
and Caleb’s favorite SMALL GROUP NIGHT was
when they went to their leader’s house and went
sledding. They were still talking about watching
their leader take a spill off their epic self-made
snow ramp. Their leader still walks with a limp.
But it was worth the bonding that occurred that
day.

SPRING

Go to live and serve in the power of the Holy Spirit
Caleb was the first to sign up for the Spring Break
Mission Trip to Spokane. He heard it filled up in the
past and he knew his family didn’t have any plans for the
break. He was really excited, though, when he got to
youth group and Dylan showed up with a check to sign
up and go too. He didn’t really know what he would do
there, but for some reason he really wanted to go. When
Dylan came back talking nonstop about the millions of
pine cones he had raked and this homeless dude named
Jimmy he had met, Dylan’s mom was thankful for his
opportunity to serve. She was seeing excitement in her
son’s life for the first time since her divorce.

SUMMER

Connect together
Caleb and Dylan would soon graduate to high school.
Their time at IGNITE was coming to a close. They signed
up for BOOLOO, a trip to Silverwood to celebrate the end
of middle school and a weekend in the mountains to be
welcomed into high school. This summer Caleb’s younger sister, Alie, is moving up to Ignite and he’s excited to
tell her about all of the summer activities. At 6th Grade
Welcome Week, Alie will get a chance to spend an
entire week doing fun activities and connecting with their
new leaders. Alie also has her first opportunity to connect
with her new middle school friends at MIDDLE SCHOOL
SUMMER CAMP. Ignite goes to Camp Spalding in
Davis Lake, WA. Caleb went last year and still says it
was the high point of his whole year. All in all, the summer was a perfect chance to connect with friends and
leaders. They even had IGNITE AT THE
MOVIES, and took over an entire theater
to watch a movie together during August.
Soon it would be fall and time to kick off
another year.
If you have questions, regarding events,
philosophy of ministry, or need
clarification, please see the QUARTERLY YOUTH
CALENDAR or contact Pastor Andy;
P: (406) 752-7021
E: amcpeak@easthaven.org

